
Described as “a very solid example of what the 
award stands for,” San Bernardino Judge John 

Vander Feer will be honored next month with the 
Kaufman-Campbell Award from the San Bernardi-
no County Bar Association.

The award is named for former state Supreme 
Court Justice Marcus Kaufman and former Fourth 
District Court of Appeal Justice Joseph B. Camp-
bell. It honors jurists designated as having served 
on the bench with distinction and having made sub-

stantial contributions to the community as well as the practice of law. 
Kevin Bevins, past president of the SBCBA, said Vander Feer “exempli-

fies those two as well as anybody possibly could.”
“He’s very even-keeled,” he stated. “He doesn’t get upset – or if he does, 

he doesn’t show it. He treats everyone fairly, and treats them the same. He’s 
extremely smart, but the best thing he does is listen.”

Bevins, who tried several cases in Vander Feer’s courtroom, said he’s a 
“good trial judge” who allows attorneys “to try their cases without interfer-
ence from the bench.”

“He’s a very solid example of what the Kaufman-Campbell Award stands 
for,” he opined. “The judicial knowledge, and the integrity.”San Bernardino 
Presiding Judge Raymond “Chip” Haight said Vander Feer has “shown 
himself to be a willing worker who is ready to take on whatever assign-
ments are in the best interests of the court.”

“He has successfully handled difficult tasks that require detailed analy-
sis,” he said. “He has gained the respect of the judges, who have elected him 
to the position of Assistant Presiding Judge for our Court.”

Judge Tara Reilly, who received the award in 2012, described Vander Feer 
as “both an excellent judge on the bench and a strong administrator.”

“He truly seeks to make the correct decision in each of his cases and is 
willing to do the necessary research on the law and seek guidance from his 
colleagues when appropriate,” she said. “Working with him in the Probate 
Calendar, I appreciated his skill in seeking the opinions and advice of his 
colleagues, the Administrative Staff and the Bar before making changes in 
procedures or policies. I was impressed with his ability to be a very effec-
tive consensus builder.
“Judge Vander Feer is also a judge who always considers the needs of our 
Court users and is concerned about the impacts of various policies on their 
ability to easily negotiate “the system” so to speak,” she added. “He has 
been given every possible assignment in our Court and been a creative 
problem solver in all of them. He is a quiet man, kind, and a diligently hard 
worker on behalf of our Court and its constituents.  He is a great choice to 
receive the Kaufman-Campbell Award.”
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We are now halfway through the year. I 
hope my articles have been informative 

regarding possible organizations with which 
you can volunteer – or those whose services 
you might use. This month I am going to talk 
about the Federal Bar Association / Inland 
Empire Chapter (FBAIEC). Many of us do not 
practice federal law, but every once in a while 
we have a matter that touches on a federal ques-
tion – or maybe you are interested in branching 
out to practice in federal court.

The Federal Bar Association Inland Empire 
Chapter is a wonderful resource. They can be 
found at www.fedbar.org/chapters/inland-em-
pire-chapter.aspx. The FBAIEC covers both 
San Bernardino and Riverside Counties. It is 
open to active members of the Federal Bar As-
sociation who reside or have his or her office 
in San Bernardino or Riverside. The Federal 
Bar Association has been serving practitioners 
and the federal judiciary since 1920. They have 
over 17,000 members ranging across the United 
States.

Like many professional organizations, there 
are a number of benefits of becoming a member 
of the FBAIEC. For example, the organization 
monitors and advocates on federal issues that 
impact the practice of federal lawyers and the 
courts, and provides continuing legal educa-
tion, networking, and publications. These are 
just a sample of the benefits of becoming a 
FBAIEC member.

Like our organization, the Federal Bar As-
sociation has a number of different sections 
including Admiralty, ADR, Bankruptcy, Crimi-
nal, Immigration, Securities, and Veterans and 
Military Law. Each of these sections can signif-
icantly help new and old practitioners in their 
efforts to become the most effective advocate 
for their clients.



Attorney Sandy Turner said she was “very impressed” with the way Vander Feer 
took over the Probate Calendar when assigned that responsibility.

“Two years ago, he came to San Bernardino and took over the Probate Calen-
dar,” she said. “That’s a hard calendar. But he picked it up quickly, and kept his 
sense of humor. He became very efficient handling that calendar.”

“I think he’s very deserving of this award,” she added.  “He has a nice, quiet 
demeanor. He doesn’t get angry. He gives everybody a chance, and he handles 
everything quietly, gently and accurately.” 

“That’s what I like about him; he handles cases without demeaning anybody in 
front of him,” she said. “He just does it efficiently -- the way I think it should be 
done.”

Attorney Bryan Hartnell echoed those sentiments.
“Judge Vander Feer came to the probate calendar with little experience in this 

field,” he recalled. “He was a quick study and ran the calendar efficiently.”
Vander Feer said he was “pleasantly surprised” to learn he would receive the 

Kaufman-Campbell Award.
“My first thought was, ‘Am I old enough for this?’” he joked.  “I was pleasantly 

surprised. It was kind of out of the blue. I wasn’t expecting it.”
Vander Feer, who currently serves as supervising judge in Victorville and Bar-

stow as well as Assistant Presiding Judge for the San Bernardino County Courts, 
is a native of Upland. He grew up on a dairy farm, and throughout his childhood, 
dreamed of becoming a dentist. 

Growing up and through high school, he worked on the dairy farm until the 
family leased it out, when he went to work selling pipe, irrigation and plumbing 
supplies.

He attended Point Loma Nazarene University, where he earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree in history and graduated magna cum laude. 

In his junior year, he served an internship at the City Attorney’s Office in San 
Diego. He followed that with an internship in the federal probation office. Those 
experiences sparked his interest in law, and he applied to law schools before tak-
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...Kaufman Campbell Award    (from page 1) ing time to travel. 
Vander Feer spent three months exploring 

Australia and New Zealand, then returned 
home to study law at McGeorge School of 
Law. He graduated in 1989.

He joined the San Bernardino District 
Attorney’s Office, and was assigned initially 
to Victorville, then later to Barstow.

In 1998, Vander Feer was appointed to the 
Municipal Court by then-Gov. Pete Wilson. 
He was elevated to the Superior Court several 
months later as a result of court consolida-
tion.

Currently, he handles the misdemeanor cal-
endar in the Victorville Courthouse.

Attorney Jeanne Kennedy said she first met 
Vander Feer when he was handling a civil 
calendar in Barstow, and said she was “really 
happy” to learn he would receive the award.

“He did several settlement conferences, and 
while clients are not always happy with the 
results of their settlements, I though he guided 
all of us to a good result,” she said.

“I appeared in front of him on some compli-
cated motions when he was handling the civil 
calendar in Victorville and I appreciated the 
rationale and detail with which he rendered 
his decisions,” she added.  “I was very happy 
to have him come to the Probate Court.  He is 
a fast learner and willing to work with counsel 
and the parties to get the right result.  He treats 
everyone with respect and courtesy, even 
when they might not deserve it.  I was sorry to 
see him leave the Probate bench.”

The dinner honoring Judge Vander Feer 
will be held Thursday, May 19 at 7 pm at 
The Doubletree by Hilton, 285 E. Hospitality 
Lane, San Bernardino. 

Past recipients of the Kaufman Campbell 
Award include Associate Justice Jeffrey King, in 
2015; Presiding Judge Marsha Slough in 2014; 
Judge Larry Allen in 2013; Judge Tara Reilly in 
2012; Fourth District Court of Appeal Presiding 
Justice Manuel Ramirez in 2011; Judges James 
McGuire and J. Michael Welch in 2010; Margaret 
Powers in 2009; Michael Dest in 2008; Brian Mc-
Carville, 2007; A. Rex Victor, 2006; Christopher 
Warner, 2005; Bob Krug, 2004; Patrick Morris, 
2003; Michael Smith, Jules Fleuret and Dennis 
Cole, 2002; LeRoy Simmons, Betty Richli and 
Joseph Johnston, 2001 and Rufus Yent, Frederick 
Mandabach and John Ingro in 2000.
____________________________________

J’Amy Pacheco is a free-lance journalist and the former 
editor of the San Bernardino Bulletin, published by 
Metropolitan News Company. J’Amy has graciously 
provided her writing talents to our Bulletin, once or 
twice a year, since 2004. She may be reached by email, 
at jamy.pacheco@verizon.net.


