
When I was in high school, A Tribe 
Called Quest released a song named “I 

Left My Wallet in El Segundo.” The refrain 
included the line “I gotta get, I got-got ta get 
it.” Well, this column contains the melodra-
matic sequel “I Left My Leather Jacket in the 
Ritz Carlton Marina Del Rey.”

I am convinced Marina Del Rey and El 
Segundo are the two furthest places from 
Redlands in Southern California. I had two 
expert depositions there this week on the 
same day in April 2017. The roundtrip was 
a good five-and-a-half-hour trip. My built-in 
GPS and Siri were fighting each other and 
me about which route to take, but it didn’t 
matter. The trip went no faster with their as-
sistance. The long-distance jaunt gave me an 
opportunity to retrieve my leather jacket at 
the Ritz Carlton Marina Del Rey.

You see, I lost it when I was at a legal 
marketing conference with attorney Eric D. 
Anderson, called the “Rainmaker Retreat.” 
In December 2014. Almost two and a half 
years ago.

In December 2014, I called the Ritz Carlton 
and told them I lost the jacket. They had it. 
They said they could UPS it to me if I gave 
them my credit card number.  I did. I never 
received it, and my credit card was never 
charged. Time passed.

I never forgot about the jacket. I kept the 
voicemails from the Ritz Carlton regarding 
the jacket. I knew that the next time I jour-
neyed to the furthest place in Southern Cali-
fornia from Redlands, I would retrieve the 
jacket. I did not know that it would be two 
and a half years later.
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From the 
President’s Desk

by Michael Reiter

Presiding Judge Raymond Haight

Tapped for Kaufman-Campbell Award

By J’Amy Pacheco

Described as, “Truly the judge of the 
year, and the judge of this time,” San 

Bernardino Presiding Judge Raymond L. 
Haight III will receive the Kaufman-Camp-
bell Award May 18 from the San Bernardino 
County Bar Association. 

 “This award is really well deserved,” said 
Judge J. Michael Welch. “He is truly the judge 
of the year, and the judge of this time.”

 Named for former state Supreme Court Justice Marcus Kaufman 
and former Fourth District Court of Appeal Justice Joseph B. 
Campbell, the award honors jurists designated as having served 
on the bench with distinction and having made substantial contri-
butions to the community as well as the practice of law. 

 Welch, who received the award in 2010, pointed out that Haight, 
who goes by the nickname “Chip,” has been part of the local law 
and justice community for decades. 

 “He had a distinguished career as a DA, as a commissioner, a 
supervising judge – and now he’s one of the best presiding judges 
we’ve ever had, dealing with some really tough issues,” he stated. 
“Chip is one of those judges who gets the job done while working 
very collaboratively with everyone. He’s not extreme in anything, 
except his work for the bench. I think the award is just really well 
deserved.”

 Judge A. Rex Victor, also a past recipient, said he met Haight 
in 1975 when he worked in the San Bernardino County District 
Attorney’s Office.

 “He was an excellent trial lawyer,” Victor recalled. “Highly ethi-
cal; well-balanced – an outstanding performer.” Victor said Haight 
continues to be well-balanced as a jurist.

 “He’s patient, but really turns out the work also, which is dif-
ficult to do.” Victor observed that Haight is “unusual” in that he 
is the first presiding judge who actively sought out and served as 
supervising judge in all of the largest county courthouses.

 (Continued on page 6)
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 “He also sought out some assignments other judges will 
try to avoid, like family law and probate,” Victor said. 
“Those are difficult assignments, but he took them volun-
tarily to broaden his skills.”

 Victor said that by all accounts, Haight has been “an out-
standing presiding judge in our courts.”

 San Bernardino District Attorney Mike Ramos said 
Haight served as his mentor when the two worked together 
in the Career Criminals Unit of that office.

 “I saw what a wonderful trial lawyer he was, and his 
passion for public service for the citizens of San Bernardino 
County – especially the victims,” Ramos said. “Now, as 
district attorney, I’ve had the opportunity to observe him 
in his judicial role. That he has made his way up to presid-
ing judge does not surprise me at all.”

 Ramos said he has had the opportunity to work with 
Haight on various issues including caseloads, and technol-
ogy.

 “Chip really understands the importance of a great team 
approach,” Ramos said, adding that Haight continues to 
bring together the District Attorney’s Office, the Public 
Defender, Probation, and other entities “as we try to come 
up with solutions to handle the highest caseloads in Cali-
fornia.”

 “They couldn’t have picked a better recipient,” Ramos 
opined. “His ethics, intelligence -- he’s someone everyone 
should model. He makes decisions for the right reasons; for 
what is best for our system of justice.”

  A native Californian, Haight comes from a family no-
table in the state’s history. His family developed the iconic 
Haight-Ashbury area of San Francisco.

 Haight’s wife and former law partner, Betty Haight, said 
the area was created as a housing development by Henry 
Haight and his partner. The two financed the develop-
ment in part by taking payments from their friends to have 
streets named after them, she said.

 Haight is also related to the tenth governor of Califor-
nia, Henry Huntly Haight, who served from 1867 to 1871. 
Haight’s Uncle Bill was his mentor and a well-known Los 
Angeles attorney in a firm that still bears his name, and his 
grandfather, Raymond Haight, was the first state corpora-
tions commissioner who in 1934 unsuccessfully ran for 
governor on a ticket that included Upton Sinclair. 

 Judge Haight was raised in Redlands, where his father 
taught at Redlands High School. His mother, Mary Ellen 
Haight, authored several travel-related books.

  Haight graduated from Redlands High School in 1968. 
He earned his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Southern California, majoring in political science.

 He earned his law degree in 1975 from California 
Western Law School. Haight clerked in the Kern County 
Counsel’s Office, where he was hired after passing the bar 
exam. In 1978, Haight joined the San Bernardino District 

Attorney’s Office. He rose to become the lead attorney in 
the Career Criminal Unit, and then later joined the Central 
Gang Unit.

 In 1994, Haight and his wife took a year off. They main-
tained a small appellate practice, and he handled juvenile 
matters as a pro tem judge. In 1997, Haight became a Juve-
nile Court referee, then commissioner. In 1999, he became a 
Superior Court Commissioner, and in 2005, was appointed 
to the bench. 

 Haight said the news of the award was “very unex-
pected.”

 “It was really an honor to receive the award that bears 
the name of two distinguished jurists,” he said.

 Betty Haight said the award is even more meaningful 
because Judge Campbell married Chip and Betty Haight. 
They were close friends with the jurist, and often joined 
him once or twice a week for a lunch club he hosted at a 
café inside the Harris Department Store. He officiated at 
their marriage ceremony in Laguna.

 “That makes it even more meaningful to both of us,” she 
said.

 Judge Larry Allen, who received the Kaufman-Campbell 
Award in 2013, said he has known Haight for many years.

 “I remember that he worked with Judge Victor to help 
reorganize our Juvenile Court operations to maximize ef-
ficiency while still maintaining its commitment to doing 
all we could to remain focused on the primary goal of as-
sisting the minors, whatever their circumstances,” Allen 
stated. “As a judge, he has sat in a variety of assignments 
and always showed a desire to not only learn and master 
the law and procedures of each area but to also master the 
administrative details of the assignment and look for ways 
that the court could serve the public better with what we 
had.  

“Judge Haight was one of those who were instrumental 
in bringing Stephen Nash to our court as CEO, whose fi-
nancial expertise and leadership, along with that of Justice 
[Marsha] Slough, was what allowed us to survive the reces-
sion as well as we did,” he added. “Along with his profes-
sional accomplishments, Judge Haight is known for his 
sense of humor and his loyalty to our court and its mission 
to serve the public.”

Past recipient Judge John Vander Feer noted that Haight 
is “truly interested in providing access to justice to all the 
citizens of this county.”

Vander Feer observed that Haight has driven to far-off 
Needles “on multiple occasions to meet with civic leaders 
regarding judicial needs for that location and how to meet 
them.

“Working with the county, bus service from Needles to 
Barstow and Victorville, and back, is currently operating 
on Fridays so that Needles residents can get to court,” he 
explained. “Currently, a project is being implemented that 
will allow a video arraignment court to become operational 
in Needles. There are plans to increase access in other loca-
tions also.”
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Vander Feer said Haight has also spent “many diligent 
hours” making sure that the Tyler Odyssey Case Manage-
ment System is operating correctly.

“He has created effective management teams so that 
criminal and traffic, and the implementation of the Odys-
sey Case Management Systems to other calendars, works 
to meet the needs of the court and justice stakeholders,” 
he said.

He described Haight as “an effective communicator re-
garding the business of the court.”

“He meets regularly with judges of each courthouse to 
apprise them of what is occurring regarding the courts, 
both at the local and state level,” he said, adding that 
Haight also meets regularly with justice stakeholders to 
keep them informed of the state of the courts.

“Judge Haight has demonstrated excellence in judicial 
leadership as Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of the 
State of California, County of San Bernardino,” Vander 
Feer opined. 

 San Bernardino Attorney William Shapiro called Haight’s 
story one of “Local Boy Does Good.”

 Shapiro described Haight as “one of the great trial law-
yers of the Career Criminal Unit of the DA’s Office.”

“A student of law and court administration, Chip has 
run a ‘tight ship’ of our Courts while continuing to endure 
budgetary challenges,” Shapiro stated. “His knowledge of 
the law, experience on the bench, judicial demeanor and 
dedication to justice, are undoubtedly the qualities leading 
to Judge Haight being presented the Kaufman-Campbell 
Award. I join all who celebrate Judge Raymond ‘Chip’ 
Haight on this special and well-deserved occasion.”

Victor said that Haight is one of those “rarities” who re-
main humble in the judicial role.

“Judges come in all kinds, and we all have egos, which 
some of us conceal better than others,” he quipped. “He’s 
never suffered from robe-itis,” which Victor explained as 
an affliction that sometimes causes judges to feel they’ve 
been blessed with “extra power.”

“Chip is completely deserving of the recognition he’s 
now receiving,” Victor emphasized.  “I’m delighted he’s 
getting this recognition.”

The dinner honoring Judge Haight will be held May 18 
beginning at 5:30 pm at the Doubletree by Hilton, 285 E. 
Hospitality Lane, San Bernardino.  

Past recipients of the Kaufman-Campbell Award include 
Judge John Vander Feer in 2016; Associate Justice Jeffrey 
King in 2015; Presiding Judge Marsha Slough in 2014; 
Judge Larry Allen in 2013; Judge Tara Reilly in 2012; Fourth 
District Court of Appeal Presiding Justice Manuel Ramirez 
in 2011; Judges James McGuire and J. Michael Welch in 
2010; Margaret Powers in 2009; Michael Dest in 2008; Brian 
McCarville, 2007; A. Rex Victor, 2006; Christopher Warner, 
2005; Bob Krug, 2004; Patrick Morris, 2003; Michael Smith, 
Jules Fleuret and Dennis Cole, 2002; LeRoy Simmons, Betty 
Richli and Joseph Johnston, 2001 and Rufus Yent, Frederick 
Mandabach and John Ingro in 2000. 
------------------------------------------------
J’Amy Pacheco is a freelance journalist and the former editor of the 
San Bernardino Bulletin, published by Metropolitan News Company. 
J’Amy has graciously provided her writing talents to our Bulletin, 
once or twice a year, since 2004. She may be reached by email, at 
jamy.pacheco@verizon.net.


